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memories of special vividness* She was struck by the activity
of American university life, by the brilliance and gaiety of the
traditional ceremonies, and above all by the excellent conditions
under which the students of the colleges practised sport and
physical development.
She was impressed by the colossal power of the associations
of women which had feted her throughout her journey.
Finally, the perfect equipment of the scientific laboratories,
and that of the numerous hospitals in which Curietherapy was
utilised for the cure of cancer, left a little bitterness in her.
She thought with discouragement that in this very year 1921
France still did not possess a single hospital given over to radium
treatment.
The stock of radium which she had come to seek left America
on the same ship with her, well sheltered behind the complicated
locks of the purser's safe. This symbolic gramme inspires certain
reflections upon the career of Marie Curie. In order to buy the
tiny particle, it had been necessary to organise a campaign of
magnificent begging across a whole continent. Marie had to
appear in person in the philanthropic cities and offer her
thanks. . . .
How can one not be obsessed by the idea that a simple signa-
ture given on a patent years ago would have been altogether
more effective? How can one avoid thinking that a rich Marie
Curie could have given laboratories and hospitals to her
country? Had twenty years of struggle and difficulties given
Marie any regret? Had they convinced her that by disdaining
wealth she had sacrificed the development of her work to a
chimera?
In some short autobiographical notes drawn up after her
return from America Mme Curie asked herself these questions.
She answered them:
A large number of my fiiends affirm, not without valid
reasons, that if Pierre Curie and I had guaranteed our rights,
we should have acquired the financial means necessary to the
creation of a satisfactory radium institute, without encountering